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Asian Parliamentary Assembly 
Explanatory Note 
Modalities for Effective Organization of APA Meetings

Ever since the APA Permanent Secretariat was established in Tehran in 2006, the parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran has generously undertaken to provide financial support covering the purchase of a suitable premises and expenses associated with the maintenance and utilities of the building; office equipment and remunerations to Secretary-General and Secretariat administrative staff. However, pending APA financial and administrative arrangements, the Secretariat has benefited from professional services of senior experts and academicians on a part-time and non-tenure basis as Deputy or Assistants to the Secretary General. As a matter of customary practice, other APA member parliaments have also undertaken to generously provide local accommodation as well as APA senior experts’ remuneration when they have hosted an APA meeting.

According to APA Resolution APA/Res/2009/01 dated 9 December 2009 on Streamlining of the APA Work, each year the APA is to hold a Plenary Session which includes a meeting of Executive Council; an Executive Council Meeting; and three Standing Committee Meetings. The effective organization and professional conduct of these meetings require detailed coordination and division of work and responsibility between the APA Secretariat and the host Parliament. The APA Secretariat is basically responsible for providing accurate background information; technical expertise; legal advises; drafting documents and supervising APA documents, as well as assistance to the Chair for the smooth conduct of all APA Meetings. The host Parliament is responsible for providing all required logistics; accommodations; equipment; interpretation; printing and circulation of documents; as well as protocol arrangements. The details of such coordination along with associated remunerations and allowances due to Secretariat officials have been hitherto fore outlined in a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed by an authorized staff of the host Parliament and of the APA Secretariat.
Taking into account this explanatory note, the Executive Council recommends to the APA Plenary the adoption of the following decision: 
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APA/ Decision/2013/01 
10 December 2013 
APA Decision
 on
 Modalities for Effective Organization of APA Meetings
 In line with customary international standards and the common practice by all international organizations, and in order to institutionalize the previous practice by Member Parliaments, the APA Plenary decides that the Secretariat officials (senior experts)* serving the APA Meetings, including the services provided for the 6th APA Plenary, are entitled to Remuneration; Daily Subsistence Allowance and travel expenses on the basis of annual rates announced by the United Nations to be specified in the MOU between the Secretariat and the host Parliament.
* APA Secretary-General is not entitled because he is a political appointee and not a technical expert.
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